Lawton Elementary PTA

Board Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2010

Attendance: Kimball Mullins, Marla Master, Deana Metteer, Melissa Denke, Jenasys Newton, Britta Bowman, Kirsten Dumo, Lisa Balsam, Julie Keaton

Guests: Laura Thomas, Beverly Raines

Minutes: Lisa moved to approve the minutes from the December 8, 2009 Board meeting.  Britta seconded and all in favor.

Presidents’ Report (Kimball and Melissa)

Math Night – new Chair is Amy Burton, wants focus to be on using math in everyday life/work.  Will reschedule the date with Amy so removed from calendar for January 28.  Discussed having Blue Highway Games, Top Ten Toys or Math Solutions come in to help run the evening. Plans include a Math Olympiad again for the older grades.

Bingo Night – March 18th
Visiting Author – originally scheduled for February 8 and 9.  Will be moved to later in the year.  Kimball and Marla working on author ideas and will check with staff to see what they like/dislike about the Visiting Author event.

Scrip – parent asking about starting up Scrip program again.  Has been tried in the past.  Too many volunteer hours required for a minimal amount of money brought in.  Will table for now.

Trees – Sold all trees for a profit of $7400.  A few donated to Lawton families in need.

Brain Pop – “creates animated, curriculum-based content that supports educators and engages students.”  Lawton staff requesting a subscription to this website for the school to be used in the classroom.  The cost for a one-year subscription is $700.  The school has $400 to put toward this and is asking the PTA for the remaining $300.  This will be made available to all staff who wish to use it with their students.  Kimball moves that the PTA fund the remaining $300 needed to sign up for a 1-year subscription to Brain Pop.  Britta seconds and all in favor. Will be funded from “Teachers Stipends” in the budget.

New Student Open House – January 26, 6:30-8:30.  Daytime tours will be February 3, 10 and March 3, 9:15-11:45. Beverly will find out which tour Gerry Diaz, special ed. counselor will be attending and let Deana and Kimball know.

Principal’s Report (Beverly)

Read On – Dyslexia Workshops – information is in the newsletter

SSIA Board Meeting – 

· Fundraising breakfast is March 10 at the Swedish Cultural Center.  Key Note Speaker is Dr. Susan Enfield, Chief Academic Officer.  Beverly and Dick Lee will be getting a table for the breakfast.
· Writer’s Workshop for adults at Catharine Blaine, $50
· Debate Tournament at John Hay January 16
· Everyday Math workshop for parents
Painting – Beverly spoke with the district painter, Mark Fluger.  If we purchase the paint he is willing to provide the labor at no cost to us.  He also thinks it can be done over mid-winter break so we need to move quickly on selecting paint colors for the gym and library.  Kirsten will help select colors for the library and the gym will have the same palate as the Commons.  Kirsten can help us get contractor prices on the paint.  Since these are both common areas in the school the money will come from the Commons budget.  Lisa moved we approve $1000 from the Commons budget to purchase paint for the library and gym.  Kimball seconded and all approved.  Beverly will follow up with Mr. Fluger.

After School Enrichment – The District office has sent a letter to Beverly outlining the new required accounting system for Lawton’s after school enrichment.  She is asked to distribute the letter to Lawton parents.  The letter is unsigned and not on district letterhead. Beverly and Laura disagree with some of the language in the letter, have sent a rebuttal but not heard anything back.  The district will require that any non-Lawton staff member wanting to run an after school program have a business license and sign a personal services contract.  Every school, even in our own cluster, runs their after school program differently.  Need consistent guidelines throughout the district.  At Kimball’s request Laura will print up a personal services contract so Kimball can take a look at it.  Beverly will follow up on this with Ron English. Current after school enrichment will continue as usual until this is ironed out.  BLT needs to be involved with process.

Levy Packet – Beverly has a 4-minute DVD about the Levy if we want to show it at the General meeting.

Handbook – Laura distributed a draft of the new Parents’ Handbook and asks for any revisions/corrections to be given to via email by 1/15/10.  

Parking spots sold at auction – Laura asks if those have expired.  No, the duration of reserved parking spots sold at fundraisers run from one event to the next, i.e., Auction November 2008 to Spring Fundraiser March 2010.  

Treasurer Report (Kirsten)

Budget – copy distributed and attached with these minutes in the secretary’s binder. 

· Brown Bear Carwash – Kris Croonquist will send a flyer home
· Sally Foster – still waiting for internet sales earnings
· Art Fundraiser – 2nd sale in the spring
· Casino Night
· 
-raffle tickets will be available for presale



-invites out soon via “brownpapertickets.com” $1.99 



transaction fee per ticket.   Will save the PTA a 



considerable dollar amount in printing and postage fees as 


well as volunteer time in mailing and processing replies.



-tickets will be $60 (a $5 increase from the original $55)



-poker tables at Casino Night – prizes being procured.



-raise the paddle



-party sign-ups



-capacity of attendees is 225 max.  Not doing a huge alumni 

attendance push



-Kirsten starting to look for accounting and raffle ticket 


people

Vice-Presidents’ Report (Lisa and Deana)

Parents’ Night Out – Marla will put chair recruitment in newsletter.  If no chair Marla and Julie may organize.

Paper Drive – Deana will set dates and organize.  Next paper drive will be January 19-28.  No contest between classrooms.  Paper will be moved directly from hallway to the copy room to be used.

Sally Foster – corrected orders never received.  Poor communication from Sally Foster this year. No pizza party for top seller this year.  Maybe look into a new vendor next year?

Terra Bella Flowers – the owner has offered a percentage of her sales on Valentine’s Day to be donated to the school.  Flyers will go home with students advertising this to Lawton families.

Bingo – Deana will get the name of the new Bingo Chair to Kimball.

Enrichment Report (Lisa Reeves report via email)

Won Ldy Paye working with grades 3-5 culminating in an assembly at 2pm January 22.

5th Grade Opera – performing Siegfried and the Ring of Fire, afternoon assembly on January 28, time TBA

World Cultures Documentary – filming behind the scenes leading up to World Culture Night.  Alison Grevstad, Lawton alumni parent, is working on this project.  Project funded by Grevstad Family donation.

Commons Update – (Melissa)

Some defective equipment replaced.  New projector has Blue Ray player.  Should be all set for Open House on 1/26/10.

Meeting Adjourned.

Minutes respectfully submitted by

Julie Keaton

Recording Secretary

