BLT Minutes
November 17, 2009
3:30 - 5:00pm
Attendees
Bev Clonch, Beverly Raines, Carrie Wheeler, Bobby Mullins, Melissa Denke, Lisa Reeves, Linda Cutler, Margaret Bolger, Shirley Rybock, Lily Ulmer
 
Celebrations
Mr. Hubbard won an award for Heroes in the Classroom.  The Symetra Heroes in the Classroom program honors 24 Seattle Public Schools’ teachers for excellence in the classroom throughout the Seahawks season. There was a celebration for Mr. Hubbard at the Friday morning assembly.  As a result of the Heroes in the Classroom award, Lawton can apply for a $15,000 grant.  Beverly Raines applied for the grant to fund grades 3 – 5 classroom libraries including new classroom books and other resources.  The grant is awarded to two schools.  Lawton should be notified by the end of December.
 
PS Shannon Conner, Rich Conner’s wife, won the Heroes in the Classroom award on September 27th.  Congratulations Shannon!  For more information about the award, see the following http://www.symetra.com/heroes/default.aspx.
 
Minutes
The minutes from our last meeting were approved.  There was one correction made to the October 13, 2009 minutes.  It was stated “Ms. Schultz is the current special education teacher and will be at Lawton through December 2009.”  This statement should be corrected as follows:  “Ms. Schultz is the current special education teacher.  In addition, she will serve as the coordinator of the Student Intervention Team (SIT) through December 2009.  Nancy Hunter will take over as the coordinator beginning in January 2010. “
 
Student Handbooks
The student handbooks need to be updated.  Lisa Reeves volunteered to assist with the updates.  Kimball Mullins will provide an electronic copy of the 2008-2009 Handbook.  The handbook should be updated as soon as possible.  A hardcopy will go home with each child.  It is important to note that the school rules have been taught and reviewed in each classroom since school began in early September.  
 
There was some discussion about illness at Lawton and how the community is notified about an outbreak.  A concerned parent wrote a letter to Lawton stating that she was concerned that information about the H1N1 flu has not been sent to parents.  Her son had a confirmed case of the H1N1 virus.  She told the school nurse about her son but notification did not go out to the families in the boy’s classroom.  The BLT members referred to the handbook.  The handbook states “if your child has been ill for the past 24 hours (suffered a fever, diarrhea or vomiting as well as any infectious diseases, bad cold, or cough), your child should stay home.  Your child’s temperature should be normal for 24 hours before returning to school.”   It does not provide guidance on written notification to families.  Carrie stated that she would follow-up with the school nurse and the district to determine whether there is a policy about notifying families.  Margaret also questioned the policy about lice.  In the handbook, it states, “If your child is found with nits or adult lice, you will be notified by the school nurse or office staff.  A notification will also be sent to all affected classrooms as a courtesy to families.”  A Lawton student had a confirmed case of lice but the families in that classroom were not notified.  It was agreed that the procedures surrounding illness and lice should be formalized.  
 
C-SIP
The C-SIP was submitted to the district on October 31, 2009.  The staff reviewed the document and provided edits.  They also assisted with the submission to the district.  On December 3, 2009, Beverly will be reviewing Lawton’s C-SIP with other schools in the cluster.  There still seems to be some question about the funding of some school programs.  Beverly stated, “No monies were put on the back?”  Clarification?
 
SSIA
The SSIA was meeting with the Lawton staff on Wednesday, November 18, 2009.  SSIA typically provides $5,000 in funding for tutoring resources.  
 
Tutoring
Beverly mentioned that Sherine Tully is coming to Lawton to help with tutoring.  The curriculum Sherine uses was reviewed and was approved as a secondary resource.  Beverly stated that the tutoring is targeted to students indentified through the DIBELS test administered in the fall of 2009.  Sue Schultz is also participating in the targeted tutoring program.  According to Beverly and Carrie, the current status of tutoring at Lawton is pretty good for reading and math.  There is still a need for writing tutors and SSIA may be a resource that we can use in this area.
 
After School Clubs
Beverly provided an update on the after school clubs.  She stated that she spoke with a Seattle Public School attorney recently and said that our clubs should be in good standing by January 2010.  There remains to be some concern about insurance.  One solution proposed is that families with a student participating in a club may have to sign a waiver regarding insurance coverage.  The district is motivated to ensure that the after school clubs continue without disruption.  Melissa stated that she spoke with Michael DeBell.  He is planning to review the after school club process with the school board so Lawton should hear more about this issue from the school board’s perspective.
 
There is an open issue about the ASB fund.  Bev spoke with the school secretary about the ASB fund and determined that there is $12,000 in the account.  It is clear that the funds can only be used for students; however, it is unclear where the funds have come from and how they should be spent.  Bobby committed to reviewing the ASB policy manual and will report back to the BLT.  A couple of examples were shared about how the ASB fund has been utilized in the past.  When the playground was remodeled, the ASB fund paid for a portion of the remodel.  The fund also has paid for transportation to the 5th grade camping trip. 
 
Grants
Beverly mentioned that staff can apply for a $1,000 grant from an unnamed source to fund classroom activities.  One teacher has applied for a grant to date.  
 
Spectrum Student Placement
At the BLT meeting on October 27, 2009, Phil committed to working on a plan regarding the placement of students designated as Spectrum.  Margaret will work with Phil on this topic.  It was reiterated that the BLT is tasked with determining how the Lawton community feels about this issue.  There has been a vocal group of parents in favor of an inclusive model.  There may be others in the Lawton community who either do not have an opinion or are in favor of a self-contained model.  The staff has weighed in on the issue and 70% are in favor of the inclusive model.  The challenge is determining if the vocal group represents the majority of families at Lawton.
 
Bev read a letter from a Lawton parent, which was addressed to the BLT.  The parent is unhappy with the current self-contained classroom format.  In particular, the parent stated that she was disappointed with the lack of communication with the parent community prior to the change in the fall.  Some of the reasons why the parent is unhappy included labeling of students in Spectrum class and other classes, limited parent community for Spectrum classrooms, limited student community for Spectrum students, and how Lawton kids will be challenged if they do not test into the Spectrum program.  After the letter was read, there was some discussion about the issues raised in the letter.  Some agreed with the parent’s perspective and some disagreed. 
 
Bev stated that the self-contained model can make it difficult for those students not enrolled in the Spectrum program but have been identified by staff as excelling in math or reading.  Often the teacher-identified students are embarrassed if they don’t understand a concept because they don’t want to be labeled.  
 
Beverly stated that she visited Lowell and plans to visit North Beach.  She feels that it would be helpful for members of the BLT to visit some of the other Spectrum schools in the district. 
 
Special Education
A new executive director of special education services at Seattle Public Schools was appointed in July 2009.  Her name is Marni Campbell.  See the following link for more information about her.   http://www.seattleschools.org/area/speced/julylettertoparents.pdf.  Carrie mentioned that there seems to be a communication breakdown between special education and advanced learning.  She is hopeful that Marni can help bridge the gap.  
 
Everyday Math
Margaret mentioned that in the first two BLT meetings this year it has been suggested that parents be educated about the Everyday Math program in order to help supplement what is being taught in the classroom.  In particular, parents can help students work on basic math skills.  Shirley suggested that parents come into the classroom during the math block to understand how students are being taught.  She also mentioned that Everyday Math packets should have been sent home to all families.  Lily Ulmer also stated that she participated in an SSIA sponsored event for parents last year at John Hay, which focused on the Everyday Math program.  She stated that she would talk with SSIA about holding a similar meeting in the 2009-2010 school year.  It was mentioned that there are many Everyday Math resources available online for families.  Margaret stated that she would report on the Everyday Math online resources for families at the next BLT meeting.  
 
· Action Items
· Lisa Reeves will update the student handbook as soon as possible. 

· Carrie will provide nurse/district information about illness and lice notification to families by Tuesday, December 15, 2009. 

· Bobby will review the ASB policy manual to determine where the money comes from and how it may be spent by Tuesday, December 15, 2009 

· Margaret will report on Everyday Math online resources to BLT by Tuesday, December 15, 2009. 

· BLT will formalize illness/lice procedures and update the school handbook by the end of December 2009.
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