Lawton BLT Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date:   Tuesday, 9/8/09

Introductions:  New members to the BLT this year include: Beverly Raines, Linda Cutler, Lily Ulmer, Mike Howard, Lisa Bogen, and Margaret Bolger

Student Enrollment Numbers:   Laura reported that enrollment is currently at 509 students with 41 students expected to withdraw, leaving a total of 468 students.  Most classes have about 25 students per class.

Read On Issue:  There was some concern at the end of school last year regarding students being removed from their classroom to be tutored in reading by a parent volunteer rather than a certificated teacher.  This is in conflict with district policy regarding both the curriculum used by the parent volunteer and the rule governing how many hours of instruction are allowed for a volunteer, who may or may not be displacing a staff person.  In addition, the volunteer group was holding fundraising events (bake sales) on school property, there was concern regarding this as Lawton does not allow groups that are not directly affiliated with the school (such as the Lawton PTA) to run fundraising events on school property.  We would like to gather additional information on the status of what is happening with the Read On group this year and may have further conversations on this topic at a future meeting.

Spectrum Student Placement:  There was a change this school year in the way that Spectrum students are placed in classrooms.  In the past, Spectrum students have been “blended” into different classrooms within their grade level, or by placing Spectrum students in a split grade classroom with older students. This year the Seattle School District mandated that Lawton group all of the Spectrum students in the same classroom in their grade level.  In the meeting, staff representatives stated this was an unpopular change and there was discussion on the merits of being a Spectrum school compared to an Advanced Learning Opportunity (ALO) school.  It is unknown why the district gave this direction now, at such a late date, and seemingly against wishes of the staff, and the parent representatives on the Building Leadership Team.
Art & Science Curriculum Guidelines:  A parent contacted a BLT rep prior to Tuesday’s meeting with questions about curriculum guidelines for art and science instruction.  The concern was that some teachers don’t emphasize art and science as much as desired by this parent.  The discussion of the BLT members is that there are many art-related opportunities at Lawton (including the music program, artists in residence and other PTA-funded activities) and the general consensus was that art was well covered in all grades.  The science curriculum is determined by the science kits that Lawton purchases and the teachers feel that these are good kits.  
Student & Teacher Handbooks:  These handbooks need to be revised and updated.  The student handbooks will be coming home with the students after a couple weeks so the teachers can review them with their students prior to the books coming home.  Ms. Raines will be reviewing the teacher handbooks and may need some assistance to make the changes happen.  She will let the BLT know if she would like help with this from our group.

Future BLT Meetings:  We discussed having the future BLT meetings for the school year on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  Subsequently, this request has been changed to the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  We are currently waiting for confirmation from the BLT members if this will work for everyone.
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